
 
Aspire  Act  Achieve 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Aim: 
This policy aims to ensure that: 

• Suitable education is arranged for students on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs 

• Students, staff and parents/carers understand what the school is responsible for when this education is 
being provided by the local authority 

Rationale: 

At Brookfield we believe that school is the best environment in which to educate a young person; we 
provide a broad and balanced curriculum alongside opportunities for social and emotional development. It 
is our moral and legal mandate to ensure that we can support students with medical needs to the best of 
our ability. Our intention is that all students, regardless of circumstances, should receive a good education 
to enable them to shape their own futures. Therefore, alternative provision for students medically unfit to 
attend school and the framework surrounding it should offer good quality education. 

Sometimes, students become unwell and are unable to attend school for a significant period of time. Where 
a young person is medically unfit to attend school, we will refer to the Local Authority Inclusion Support 
Service (ISS) to seek suitable alternative provision to meet the student’s individual needs, including social 
and emotional needs that will enable them to thrive and prosper in the educational system. 

The provision for students who are medically unfit to attend school will ensure that: 

 Students make good progress in their education 
 Disruption to learning is minimised and there is a continuity of education provision within the school 

curriculum 
 Students are able to obtain qualifications as appropriate to their age and abilities 
 Students are able to reintegrate successfully back into school and that this takes places as soon as 

their health permits 
 Students feel fully part of their school community and are able to stay in contact with classmates. 

Definition: 

Being medically unfit to attend school is defined by Hampshire County Council as where ill health persists 
beyond 15 consecutive or non-consecutive school days (Appendix 1). There must not be other factors 
influencing non-attendance.  

This policy does not apply to students whose parents/carers choose to electively home-educate. 

Objectives of this Policy: 
- To ensure that governors, staff, students and parents/carers understand what reasonable adjustments 

that can be made in school to meet the needs of a student who is unwell. 
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- To ensure that all members of the community know the school’s policy and understand the point at 
which it is appropriate for the school to work in partnership with the Local Authority to ensure a 
student’s continuing education. 
 

Strategies for Implementation: 
 
Most students who are unwell can continue to have their need for education appropriately met at school.  
 
 Parents/carers should, in the first instance, contact their child’s House Leader to discuss their child’s 

health need.  
 The House Leader will be creative and flexible in agreeing a plan to meet the child’s need. 
 The House Leader will liaise with other agencies that may be in place to support the student and/or 

their family. This could include, for example, children’s social care, CAMHS, education 
psychologists, the GP, or the school nursing service. 

 The House Leader will implement appropriate short-term arrangements to meet the needs of a child 
who is unwell. These arrangements may include: 

a) A part-time/intermittent timetable 
b) Arranging work to be completed at home in the short term 
c) A reduction in subjects to be studied at GCSE 
d) Support from the school’s Phoenix Centre 

 The House Leader will keep the Local Authority informed of any students who are attending school 
part time on an agreed plan via the “Reduced Hours Timetable” notification form. 

Where a student is medically unfit to attend school as defined by Hampshire County Council ( where ill 
health persists beyond 15 consecutive or non-consecutive schools days) the school will work in partnership 
with the Local Authority to make suitable alternative arrangements for that student’s continuing education. 
This will take into account the student’s age, aptitude, ability and SEN needs alongside their health 
condition. Occasionally a joint package of support may be arranged although the student will remain on the 
school roll. 
 
Before considering a referral to the Local Authority Inclusion Support Service for advice and guidance, the 
school must satisfy itself that a student’s absence is due to ill-health and that there are no other factors 
influencing non-attendance. 
 
The Local Authority’s Inclusion Support Service will provide advice on students being suitable to receive 
alternative education provision.  
 
During any period of Inclusion Support Service provision, the school will fund the cost of the provision and 
will also: 
 
 Drive the agreed action plan for the student, informing all relevant parties of any changes 
 Provide or loan specialist resource materials where possible 
 Make examination arrangements 
 Fund examination fees 
 Be responsbile for any offsite activity 
 Work in partnership with the Local Authority Inclusion Support Service to compile and review an 

Individual Health Care Plan (Appendix 2) 

 
Parents and carers have a key role to play in their children’s education and will be fully involved in planning 
and on-going review. In the case of a looked after child, the Local Authority and primary carers will fulfil this 
role. 
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The student should also be involved in decisions to ensure that they are engaged as much as possible in 
this process. 
 
The school will consult with relevant services including Special Educational Needs, Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS), the Inclusion Support Service, the Attendance Intervention Team, 
Hampshire Inspection and Advisory Service (HIAS), educational psychologists and school nurses. 
 
Where a student who has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) is unable to attend school because 
of their medical needs, the school will also liaise with the local authority’s SEN Casework team who will 
support the school to review any changing needs of the student. The EHCP will link the long-term 
educational needs associated with the student’s medical condition to the most appropriate teaching and 
learning provision. 
 
Throughout any period of Inclusion Support Service provision, the school will consistently seek an early 
return to school-based learning in line with the aim set out in this policy. Each student should have a 
individually tailored reintegration plan and the school will consider whether reasonable adjustments to 
provide suitable access will be required as part of the reintegration. 
 
Plans for longer term outcomes and the next steps will be agreed at the start of the commissioned support, 
intervention or provision, according to the Local Authority’s    “Alternative Provision Guidance for Schools 
(May 2022 ). 
 
  

Monitoring, evaluation and review: 
 
The school will review this policy every two years and assess its implementation and effectiveness.  An 
earlier review will be undertaken if required in response to new legislation. 
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Other relevant policies or documents: 
• Appendices 1 (Flow Chart)  and 2 (Individual Health Care Plan) attached 
• Admissions Policy 
• Attendance Registration Policy 
• Child Protection Policy  
•  Equality Statement 
• Supporting Students with Medical Needs 
• E-Safety Policy 
• Health and Safety Policy 
• Hampshire County Council Inclusion Support Service (ISS) Policy for access to education for school 

age children and young people with medical needs (November 2019) 
 

 
 

 
Policies can be viewed via the school’s website. Hard copies of each document are available from the 
School Reception.  A small charge may be made to cover the cost of photocopying.  Please allow time for 
copies to be made. 
 
Links to legislation 
 
There are a number of pieces of legislation which underpin the Education Support for Medical Absence. 
These may include (but are not limited to): 
 

• Children and Families Act 2014 section 100 
• Education Act 1996 (Section 19) 
• Equality Act 2010 
• Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities, January 2013 
• Out of School Out of Mind 2011 
• Ofsted Subsidiary Guidance 2012 
• HCC Alternative Provision Guidance for Schools (May 2022)  
• SEND Code of Practice January 2015 
• Supporting pupils with medical conditions December 2015 
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