
Agreed: Summer Term 2021  
Review Date: Summer Term 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING POLICY 
 
 
We believe that Home Learning is important to: 

• reinforce positive attitudes towards learning and support rapid progress 
• encourage and develop self-organisation and self-discipline 
• broaden and extend the school curriculum 
• give opportunities for students to develop their study skills 
• develop home/school partnerships 
• prepare students for life-long learning 

 

We aim to create home learning that: 

• is simple and unambiguous 
• is set consistently according to the published schedule in all subject areas 
• offers clarity to students and parents in terms of what is set and how long it should take to 

complete 
• is directly related, as much as possible, to the current learning taking place in the classroom 
• offers a variety of tasks and outcomes with opportunities for creativity and choice for students 

where possible 
• is effectively monitored, with achievements celebrated and concerns shared  

 

1 HOME LEARNING SCHEDULE 

At Brookfield, our Home Learning follows a structured programme in each year group: 

1.1 Year 7 & Year 8 

Home Learning in Yr 7 and Yr 8 is set fortnightly in the following subjects: English, Maths, Science, 
Languages, Technology, Food Preparation & Nutrition, Geography, History and Art.  

Students are set 30 minutes of Home Learning per subject, per fortnight, following a published schedule 
(available on the school’s website) that lays out which subject should be set in each week of the two-week 
timetable.  

Home Learning in Yr 7 & Yr 8 equates to around 2 ¼ hours per week.  

In addition to this schedule, students are expected to complete 20-30 minutes of reading, 3 times per week. 
Reading is monitored by the English Department and links to our Accelerated and Star Reader programmes. 

During the first week of Year 7, there will be no formal home learning tasks set, but students will be led 
through the Home Learning system and expectations by their tutor. Home learning information will also be 
provided to Year 7 parents during that week.  

 



1.12 Enrichment Opportunities 

Physical Education, Religious Studies and Citizenship, Computer Studies, Music, Dance and Drama do not set 
any formal Home Learning tasks in Year 7 & 8. These departments offer an extensive extra-curricular 
programme which students are encouraged to attend. 

 

1.2 Year 9 

Home Learning in Yr 9 is set weekly in the following subjects: English, Maths, Science and Languages; it is 
set fortnightly in Computer Studies, Religious Studies and in the 5 subjects that students have opted for.  

Students are set 30 minutes of Home Learning per subject, following a published schedule (available on the 
school’s website) that lays out when student should expect to receive home learning in each subject across 
the two-week timetable.  

Home Learning in Yr 9 equates to around 3 ¾ hours per week.  

In addition to the above, independent reading continues to be encouraged for all students in Yr 9. 

 

1.3 Year 10 & Year 11 

Home Learning in Yr 10 & Yr 11 is set weekly in all subjects: English, Maths, Science and in the 4 subjects 
that students have opted for.  

Students are set 45 minutes of Home Learning per subject, following a published schedule (available on the 
school’s website) that lays out when student should expect to receive home learning in each subject across 
the two-week timetable.  

Home Learning in Yr 10 & Yr 11 equates to around 5 ¼ hours per week.  

In addition to the above, independent reading continues to be encouraged for all students in Yr 10 & Yr 11. 

 

2 SETTING OF HOME LEARNING 

All Home Learning tasks are set on Edulink. 

Tasks are designed to have a clear link to work that is being carried out in class through: 

• Recall / Knowledge Recall and Retention  
• Practice / Reinforcement / Fluency 
• Preparation  
• Research / Extension of learning 

Task setting is based on quality, not quantity, and is designed to be achievable by students within the 
recommended allocated time. Teachers may provide additional learning opportunities for students who want 
to extend their learning beyond the required task.  

Teachers set home learning tasks in the scheduled week, for submission in lessons during the following 
week. There will always be a minimum of 2 nights for students to complete a task. 

Tasks are designed to allow students to demonstrate that they have made progress in each subject, 
enhancing their skills and/or knowledge through completion of their home learning. This could involve, for 
instance: 

• A quiz 
• Answering an exam-style question 
• Completing a table or grid 
• A fact test 



• A multiplication test 
• A vocabulary or grammar test 
• A comprehension test 
• A listening test 
• Revision 
• A practical/creative task 

Tasks are designed to have clear success criteria and, where appropriate, are likely to be marked either by 
the student, one of their peers or by their teacher, either during the submission lesson or shortly afterwards.  

 

3 ACCESS TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) 

If students do not have access to a computer at home, parents are encouraged to let the school know, 
either through their child’s tutor or House Leader. Where possible, the school will look to loan an 
appropriate device to the family, for use by the student at home.  

Alternatively, there is the opportunity for students to use computers in the LRC or print out necessary 
information or complete Home Learning tasks. By informing the LRC staff that they do not have a computer 
at home, they will have priority in using the computers in the LRC before or after school. 

 

4 HOME LEARNING SUCCESS 

Students who have completed home learning to a very high standard, or who have clearly put considerable 
effort into completing their home learning, may be rewarded by teachers who have the option to add a 
‘Home Learning Achievement’ in SIMs, which will add 1 +Point for the student.  

Home Learning Achievement + points will then be used as part of the whole school reward process. Our 
highest achieving students will receive PD reward sessions e.g. Hot chocolate rewards. Letters to recognise 
these achievements will be sent home either from the House Leader, or the Director of Learning responsible 
for Home Learning, to celebrate success with students and their parents/carers. To feed into the House 
system students who achieve top 10 status in their Houses will be rewarded with certificates in assembly.  

 

5 NON-COMPLETION OF HOME LEARNING 

We believe that students themselves should take responsibility for managing their time in order to meet the 
deadlines that have been set by the school and by their teachers. This is essential preparation for when they 
leave school and have to meet deadlines at college, or in the jobs that they will move on to. 

As such, non-completion of home learning will result in the student missing out on important aspects of their 
learning and progress will be affected. We believe that students need to develop responsibility for their own 
progress, including through the completion of home learning. 

In order to support students to make the right choices, non-completion of home learning will trigger a 
‘Home Learning Alert’ which will be recorded by teachers on SIMs, and will be immediately visible to parents 
via Edulink. Patterns of non-completion will be identified by tutors and House Leaders and regularly reported 
to parents.  

The ‘Home Learning Alert’ will be recorded as a behaviour concern in SIMs, but will not attract any 
behaviour points (i.e. it will be zero rated). Home learning alerts will be used to support communication 
home to parents/carers when students are persistently failing to complete their Home Learning. These 
letters will either come from the House Leader, or the Director of Learning responsible for Home Learning, 
depending upon the number of Home Learning Alerts accrued each half term. This data is also shared with 
House Leaders and Tutors to ensure they can continually monitor Home Learning and support students 
accordingly.  

 



6 HOME LEARNING DATA COLLECTION 

Home Learning progress will be recorded in SIMs as part of each year group’s regular data sweep, in most 
cases twice per year. It will be recorded using a red, amber, green system: 

• Green – Home Learning has been completed in line with teacher’s expectations 
• Amber – Some home learning concerns are evident (i.e. little care has been taken in completion of 

home learning) 
• Red – Significant home learning concerns are evident (i.e. the student regularly fails to submit any 

home learning). ‘Red’ would be unlikely to be selected for a student during a data sweep without 
regular ‘Home Learning Alerts’ having previously been recorded, see above. 

APPENDIX: HOME LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

 

Learning Leaders must: 

• monitor consistency of home learning across their department 

 

House Leaders/Tutors must: 

• help to encourage a positive home learning culture across the school by celebrating home learning 
successes, for instance in assemblies 

• monitor SIMs record of home learning non-completion across subject areas and report any patterns 
of concern to parents 

 

Teachers must: 

• set home learning tasks on Edulink in line with the home learning schedule for each year group (in 
most cases, any attachments should be provided as a PDF file) 

• ensure that an appropriate amount of time is allowed for completion of home learning tasks 
(minimum of 2 evenings, in most cases home learning will be set in the week that is identified in the 
home learning schedule, and will be due in the subsequent week) 

• plan an appropriate amount of time into their lessons to introduce home learning in the week that is 
identified in the home learning schedule 

• plan home learning that should take the published amount of time to complete for most students 
• give students clear instructions for the home learning and offer them the opportunity to ask for help 

or guidance 
• engage with students who were absent when the home learning was set and guide them on what 

they need to complete, allowing an extension where necessary (a minimum of 2 evenings) 
• ensure that no additional home learning activities are given to students beyond the scope of the 

home learning schedule 
• plan an appropriate amount of time into their lessons to peer mark, self-mark, assess or collect in 

home learning on the due date (or at the earliest opportunity if the student is absent on the due 
date) and award home learning achievements in SIMs where appropriate 

• record a home learning alert on SIMs where non-completion is apparent 
• contact home where persistent non-completion of home learning is apparent 
• meet all data collection deadlines for home learning 

 

Students must: 

• use Edulink to access home learning tasks in line with the home learning schedule for their year 
group  

• plan time to allow them to complete the home learning task to the best of their ability 
• contact teachers to ask for help where necessary 



• meet the home learning deadline (teachers will inform classes of the due date, which will also be 
posted as part of the task details on Edulink) 

• seek guidance from their teacher about what home learning needs to be completed in the event of 
them being absent when the home learning is set; in this instance, an extension may be needed in 
order for the appropriate work to be completed (a minimum of 2 evenings) 

 

Parents can support their son/daughter’s home learning by: 

• printing out the home learning schedule for their child’s year group and displaying it somewhere 
prominent at home 

• ensuring that their son or daughter has a quiet place to study and encouraging them to develop a 
routine of when s/he works on home learning 

• giving feedback to their son/daughter during the period they are working on a task and proof-
reading completed home learning tasks 

• supporting their son or daughter by giving advice or answering queries, but not doing the work for 
them 

• supporting classroom teachers, tutors and House Leaders by following up on any home learning 
alerts, particularly where non-completion of home learning is identified as a significant concern 

 

LINKS WITH OTHER POLICIES: 

Rewards Policy 

Assessment, Reporting & Recording Policy Behaviour Policy 

 

MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REVIEW: 

The policy’s implementation will be monitored by middle leaders and overseen by the Director of Learning 
responsible for Home Learning. 

 


